CONFESSIONS OF A COMMON
CORE MATH TEACHER



Make the value in at least 5 different
wdays...

Adapted from Ruth Parker
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Teaching the way you Test

A. Drag into the box exactly three
unigue expressions whose sum Is
less than 10.

B. Drag into the box exactly three
unigue expressions whose sum Is
between 10 and 20.

C. Drag into the box exactly three
unigue expressions whose sum Is

greater than 20.
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A. Three unique expressions whose sum is less than 10

B. Three unique expressions whose sum is between 10 and 20

C. Three unique expressions whose sum is greater than 20




Have you ever thought ...

| feel sad for the students who have to take this test —
not many will be successful

| am concerned that the math test is not necessarily
testing students math abilities since there is so much
reading.

| did 30 questions in an hour and then had to take a
break. My eyes hurt and my shoulders felt strained.
When | returned 5 minutes later the work was gone.”

Comments from: New Hampshire middle school Principal John Nelson, sent a letter to NH state school officials outlining serious concerns teachers have
with the Smarter Balanced tests they piloted in December, 2013. At , Gretchen Logue, posted the


http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/new-hampshire-principal-speaks-out-on-sbac-testing/
http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/new-hampshire-principal-speaks-out-on-sbac-testing/
http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/new-hampshire-principal-speaks-out-on-sbac-testing/
http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Nashua-letter.pdf
http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Nashua-letter.pdf
http://missourieducationwatchdog.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Nashua-letter.pdf

Here is what we thought ...

1
Where’'s the book?

How are we going to do this?

Common Core is
HARD



we are challenged to change ourselves

- A teacher



Change the way you think about

teachin
-_

7 What are your questions?

7 What are your concerns?



the lessons afterwards

-Vernon Saunders Law



Change the way you think about how

our students learn
-—

1 What are your questions?

1 What are your concerns?






Change the way

Teachers think about teaching
Teachers think about student learning

Teachers teach their students



Common Core Team Development

1 Center of influence

1 Content assistance

1 Trial and error
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-1 Time to plan, practice, and revisit.
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it’'s because you've stopped living life their way.
-Unknown



HERE IS WHAT WE THINK NOW

COMMON CORE IS
HARD BUT...

THE CHANGES ARE



